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IS IT THE TRUTH? 
 

Recently Rachel and I had dinner with Dan and Mary Jayne Kowitz, and we watched a History 
Channel documentary about the Shroud of Turin. If you’re unfamiliar with the backstory, the Shroud is 
purported to be the burial linen of Jesus. Some people have eagerly defended the shroud as authentic, 
while others have claimed it is a fake. I personally think that the evidence is compelling for its authen-
ticity. Most compelling is the fact that the image on the shroud was not made by paint or some other 
form of topical application, and the type of technology that would be necessary to create a hoax of this 
nature was not available back then. The biggest argument against the shroud is that it was carbon-14 
dated to the 13th century. Only an outside corner of the shroud was tested, and it was a part of the 
shroud that was handled and altered over the years. Further obfuscating the dating is the fact that car-
bon-14 dating is horribly unreliable. Recently, lava cooled from a volcanic eruption was carbon-14 
dated to be many millions of years old despite the fact that the fresh lava had just come out of the vol-
cano. 

How should a Christian view the Shroud of Turin? Depending on your interests, something like 
the Shroud might fascinate you or it might not. I happen to love it when they make archaeological dis-
coveries that dovetail with the biblical account. For example, they discovered a pillar which contained 
the record of King Nebuchadnezzar’s triumphs. There is a seven-year gap where nothing is recorded. 
If you’re familiar with Old Testament book of Daniel, you’ll remember that, because of his pride and 
failure to honor God, God cursed Nebuchadnezzar to live as a madman – for seven years! 

 

Good history and good archaeology always undergird the truth of the Bible, but they dare not be 
given equal status with Scripture. In John, Jesus prayed to His Father: “Sanctify them by the truth; 
Your Word is truth.” I still remember a day back at the Seminary, when Professor Balge interrupted his 
lecture, pointed out the window of our classroom and said: “Men, do you see that sign above the entry 
to our library? It says, ‘Thy Word is truth.’ That’s right, and nothing much else in the building is!” It 
was a great reminder of the status the Bible has above all else. It is the truth, and it is the only reliable 
source of what God wants us to know as truth. 

 

We were in Jerusalem at the site of Gordon’s Calvary, one of two sites in Jerusalem that claim to 
be the burial place of the Savior. Our Anglican tour guide shared details of the site with us, then asked 
the question: “So which of the two sites is the actual site of Jesus’ burial?” He paused for a moment, 
then continued: “Who cares? He is not here! He is risen!” Amen to that. And “amen” to every time you 
grow deeper in the truth through the Bible. And “amen” to the amazing blessing that God has given us 
the truth in His Word. And “amen” to the fact that God has given us a Savior and called us His own. 

 

     Overwhelming grace keep you, 
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JULY PRAYERS 
 
SUNDAY 
Oh, God, we pray for those who will be traveling during the summer months.  We pray for their safety 
and Your blessings and guidance.  If they are driving we pray they will be cautious and have a concern 
for others on the road.  May their days of travel be joyful.  Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will watch over your 
coming and going both now and forevermore.” 
 
MONDAY 
Holy Father, thank You for the forgiveness You have promised me for this day.  When I am thoughtless 
and careless, in my actions and speech toward others, help me to remember Your loving ways.  Remind 
me I am to walk in the ways of my Lord Jesus.  To be kind and forgiving just as You are with me.  
Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” 
 
TUESDAY 
O Holy Spirit, You are a blessing to me.  May I be filled with Your Spirit so I might go out into the 
world and share my faith with others.  Let my life be an example to others.  Grant me the humility to 
follow the Son when He leads and to serve Him all the days of my life.  1 Corinthians 2:12  “We have 
not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God 
has freely given us.” 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Jesus, may I be aware when Satan is tempting me and trying to bring me away from You.  Let not the 
world entice me to follow in the wrong paths.  Shield me against the attacks of the evil one.  Strengthen 
me when temptation comes so I might not fall.  Forgive me Lord when I do fall for it is not my desire to 
sin, but to only live in Your light.  Hebrews 12:1 “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” 
 
THURSDAY 
Father, this new day comes as a gift from You.  May I thankfully give of myself to build up a brother or 
sister who is in need of a  kind word.  I pray especially for those family members and friends who are 
separated from one another due to disagreements.  Remind them this is not what our Lord desires for 
them.  He gave His life so we would be reconciled to Him and to each other through love.  Romans 
12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.” 
 
FRIDAY 
O God, You sent Your Son, Jesus, as the Great Physician to live among us.  May all who are sick know 
in their weakness You provide healing and strength.  If it be Your gracious will bring healing and 
strength.  If it be Your gracious will bring healing to those I life up to You so they might rejoice in their 
healing and give You praise.  Above all bless them with Your love and knowing that in all things You 
work for the good of those who love You.  Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 
SATURDAY 
Lord, bless our graduates and those loving them.  As this phase of their life closes and they move ahead 
into new endeavors, I pray for Your guidance and protection.  Be a light for their path in life, guiding 
them on to what will be the best for them.  Let them not get discouraged when things don’t go as they 
expect.  Give them the patience they need and encourage them to trust in You and Your wisdom.      
Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.” 
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CALLING ALL 
 VETERANS! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, July 4, 2019      11 am - 2 pm 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

10:45 am Veteran Registration and Opening Celebratory Music in the Sanctuary 
11:00 am Welcome & Introduction by Pastor Dan Kelm 
11:05 am Patriotic music by Trinity’s choir and band 
11:20 am Guest speaker Chaplain Mark Schreiber, “Whose Fault is It?” LUKE 7:9 
                  Followed by more patriotic music          
12:00 pm Closing and Luncheon Prayer 
12:30 pm Luncheon with burgers and dogs, potato chips & baked beans          

  
 

Each and every veteran deserves our thanks and admiration for service to our country, 
whether in combat zones or in peacetime, stateside or in miserable foreign duty. They  
are all heroes for putting themselves at risk to protect our constitution and our way of life!  
 
There will be table displays and VA Mobile Van on site for counseling and information.  
This event is being held by the Barnabas Chapter, Trinity Lutheran Church, and is sponsored  
by the Board of Evangelism.  

   
 

All who value God and Country are Welcome. 
 

 

All veterans and their families are invited to  
attend this FREE celebration HONORING Veterans. 



Page 5 

 
July 4th Celebration at Trinity 

Sponsored by Operation Barnabas  
& Board of Evangelism 

 
 

So, What is Operation Barnabas? 
 
In 2007, The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod’s Ministry to the Armed Forces launched Operation 
Barnabas. Through this program, the only one of its kind in the U.S. – together with LCMS            
congregations, there are three key goals: 
 
1. Care for Reserve chaplains and their families and congregations. 
2. Train and assist local congregations in the care, support and outreach to all military connected  

people in their congregations and their communities. 
3. Serve as a resource to other organizations that provide care to military connected people. 

 
In 2018, Trinity began the process of bringing Operation Barnabas to our congregation. A committee 
was formed of veterans from Trinity, led by Nick Bock and Jerry Iseler of the Board of Evangelism. It 
was decided Trinity would become a Chapter of Operation Barnabas so that we could actively serve 
our community of veterans and share the love of Christ with those who have borne the burden of     
defending our nation.  In addition, our FLGA District of LCMS is also actively involved with         
promoting Operation Barnabas. 
 
You may ask, “Why is it called Operation Barnabas?” Barnabas was Paul’s companion, who helped 
him in his missionary journey. His name means “son of encouragement”. We hope to encourage our 
military, active and retired, and their families with the Gospel in action. 
We hope you will invite your neighbors and friends to join Trinity in celebrating our veterans at our 
July 4th event.  
 
We encourage all veteran members of Trinity to support Operation Barnabas. In addition to our July 
4th celebration event, Operation Barnabas has established “Veterans helping Veterans”. This group will 
offer help to veterans and their families with small household repairs and projects. Please contact Nick 
Bock if you are interested in becoming part of the team, or know a veteran family that could use some 
help.   
 

See you on the 4th!! 

COMING THIS FALL To Tr inity 
“Warriors of Faith” Bible Study 

 
For all military veteran men and women. 

 
Stay tuned for more information. 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church 
are members and are encouraged to serve others through mission, education,           

inspiration and service.  We invite you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we 
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” Psalm 100:2 our motto. 

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

One picture is worth a thousand words. LWML in action.  
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 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 

Coming Soon! 

 Summer Outing in August to the Lake Ridge Winery and details will be in the bulletin.  
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From your Board of Stewardship 

 

"If you have a similar message you would be willing to share, we would love to hear from you 
and add it to our Tidings Stewardship messages.  You can share your faith, your time, your 
talents or even a miracle in your life.  And if it’s a special gift of money, we can work in a 
message on that too".—Board of Stewardship  

FROM TWO OF THE TRINITY CONGREGATION: A Personal Message 

Stewardship! What does this mean to my husband and me? We were both taught by our parents 

to give to the church. Our parents while growing up told us both: "the more you give, the more 

you receive." We have looked to the Bible for guidance ["Bring one-tenth of your income into 

the storehouse so that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this." says the Lord. "See if I 

won't open the windows of heaven for you and flood you with blessings."- Malachi 3:10] There 

are also many other verses in the Bible to guide you in giving.   Also, in the past have spoken 

with our clergy or Stewardship group for explanations in what we do not understand. 

 

The Lord is clear that He wants a happy giver. If you are not happy in your giving and helping at 

the church or helping others; the Lord has said He does not want you to give begrudgingly. In 

this regard, the path we have taken is to give what we can, as we can and make it your personal 

missionary. It is amazing, over time, how little amounts grow into large amounts. Sometimes we 

may wonder if we give this amount or that amount; will we suffer and not have enough for our 

own expenses.  The Lord says the more you give the more you shall receive.  We have found this 

to be exceedingly true.  Remember the lady who only had a few pennies but she gave them to the 

Lord. She knew that the Lord would provide for her. The Lord has given everything to His    

children and asks for so little in return.   

 

The plan that has worked for us is simple; we first figure out what you are supposed to give back 

to the Lord. This is one part of giving. To us, this does not count in the extras that you give to 

other charities in monetary and/or material items. We start with the 10% amount and give that 

and see that life continues and we are fine; so, we increase the amount every so often as we go 

along, say quarterly or semi-annually. A good time to figure out what the 10% amount consists 

of is at tax time when you see your gross income and your net income. We believe that the Lord 

means 10% of the gross amount. We have found out in the end that nothing has changed and we 

do not miss the money given and the cost of the items for other charities and the collection bins 

at Trinity. We are still happy so we guess it works for us and we know that the Lord is taking 

care of us and loves us. 

-God bless us all, Judy and Kenny Reeves 
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Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of Jerry Galvin  
 
Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following: 
     Jim Mittlestead 
     Jerry Galvin 
 
Gifts were given to Fellowship in memory of Jerry Galvin 
 
A gift was given for the Sound System in memory of Jerry Galvin 
 
A gift was given for House of Hope in memory of Jerry Galvin 

MEMORIALS and GIFTS 

 
 
 

 
 The next Mite collection will be on  LWML MITE COLLECTION:  The next Mite collection 

will be on Saturday, July 6th and Sunday, July 7th.  Your contributions are very important in supporting 
many various mission projects/grants.  One of these is as follows: 

 
Feed the Children - Sillapata, Peru   -   $10,000 
Provide breakfast for 180 impoverished children in Sillapata, Peru, in the Andes Mountains, 5-
days a week during the school year reducing food insecurity, improving quality of life, and pro-
moting God's love through Christian education. 

 
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 

LWML Mite Box Collection 

 
SAVE THE DATE - GROUP 3 PICNIC 

SATURDAY, NOV. 9      12-3 p.m.  
 

Tierra Del Sol Recreation Center. Mark your calendars, and watch for the details.    

COLOR BOOK GROUP  
 

Our Color Book Group has decided to take a summer break this year. We will return on 
September 3, 2019. We had a great time all year. Please continue to color  in your 

books during our beak. See you in the Fall!  For questions please call Janice Collins at 352-750-4021 
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Pastor Dan and Pastor Blair  will be teaching New Member Classes,       
 continuing Sundays, July 7 & 14, at 9:15 a.m. in Classroom 5 and at Trinity South in 
 the 3rd Floor Conference Room. This is a 6-week study of  Lutheran teachings and doctrine.   
 

The Reception of New Members and Welcome Breakfast will be held on Sunday,  July 21st at 
Trinity North. If you have questions about joining Tr inity, please call the church office at 
352-307-4500. 
 
     We welcome you! 

INTERESTED IN JOINING TRINITY      
LUTHERAN CHURCH OR JUST LEARNING 
THE MAJOR TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE?  

 
 

NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST 
Sunday, July 21 at 9:15 a.m. 

 
 

On Sunday, July 21st everyone is invited to our “New Member  Break-
fast” in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.  
 
 
During this time we will be welcoming our new members and also honoring members who are 
90 plus. We encourage our worshipers attending the 8:00 service to stay afterwards for  the 
breakfast, and the 10:30 attendees plan on arriving early and join us for a bountiful breakfast. 
 
 We will have tables reserved for our new members and 90 plus so they will be easy to locate for   
welcoming or congratulating.  We look forward to seeing you at this special occasion.   
 
“Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” Romans 15:7  

Our heartfelt ‘thank you’ to Pastor Dan and to my Church Family for the  
support, prayers, cards, memorials and being there to celebrate Jerry’s life 
with us.  It was a great comfort to me and my family to receive so much love 
and understanding from all of you.  Thank you to the Fellowship Board, 
LWML and the Memorial Committee for a great job.  Thank you also for the 
beautiful quilt and prayer shawls given to us.   

 
-God’s blessings to all, Christel Galvin and Family 
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In honor and concern for all of our military vet-
erans, this month we will offer Lutheran Hour 
Ministries Project Connect booklet on PTSD. 
The following is a  summary of the booklet. 

 
The Conflict at Home: Confronting PTSD 

 
In this Project Connect booklet by the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod Pastor and Chaplain Steven 
Hokana, the psychological and physical upheaval of Post – Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is  
candidly discussed. Hokana gives hope for the person   embattled by PTSD to push on, to fight the 
good fight that can only be waged and fully won through Jesus Christ. 
 
 
In casual prose, Hokana brings the reader into the heart of the matter: PTSD is nothing to be ashamed 
of – but it must be dealt with. He reminds the reader the struggle is winnable, but it won’t be won by 
dodging the problem. Instead, it will take God’s grace, the Holy Spirit’s power and the soldier’s     
commitment to see it through. But it can be done! 
 
 
A career military veteran, Hokana brings a fresh and optimistic perspective to those who have            
experienced severe mental and emotional trauma in their lives. Written with the    serviceman or    
woman in mind, this information is nonetheless of great value to anybody fighting this fierce anxiety 
disorder. No matter the source of the trauma, there is hope and it is found in Jesus Christ, who          
conquered everything this world can dish out –        including PTSD.      

-Board of Evangelism  

MOVIE NIGHT  
 

Tuesday, July 9              7:00 p.m. 
 

“Breakthrough” 
 

 

FILM SYNOPSIS FROM IMDB: 
“BREAKTHROUGH is based on the inspirational true story of one mother’s unfaltering love in the 
face of impossible odds. When Joyce Smith’s adopted son John falls through an icy Missouri lake, all 
hope seems lost. But as John lies lifeless, Joyce refuses to give up. Her steadfast belief inspires those 
around her to continue to pray for John’s recovery, even in the face of every case history and         
scientific prediction. From producer DeVon Franklin (Miracles from Heaven) and adapted for the 
screen by Grant Nieporte (Seven Pounds) from Joyce Smith’s own book, BREAKTHROUGH is an   
enthralling reminder that faith and love can create a mountain of hope, and sometimes even a       
miracle. “ 

Please join us at 7:00 p.m. on July 9 in the Fellowship Hall for Snacks and a movie!  
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
 
 I thought I was done until September! I have exciting news to share. Julia Mack received         
information that the SOZO kids summer camp was in need of lightweight blankets. Our summer  
Scrappy Quilters group set to work making 32 lightweight blankets from fabrics we had on hand. They 
have 300 campers throughout the course of the summer. This camp takes them out of their extreme 
poverty to a place where they are fed and participate in activities that build skills for a better future. We 
feel blessed to help the out in this small way.   
 
       Unaware of the summer blanket project, member Barbara Powell  felt led to sew simple elastic 
waist pants and appliques a piece of the fabric from the pants onto a short sleeve t shirt to make         
pajama / play outfits. We had received a donation of licensed character fabrics that was perfect for this 
project. She recently delivered 28 pajama/ play sets in sizes 1-10 to the summer camp.  
 
        Meanwhile here in Ohio I have already pieced 40+ quilt tops. I spoke to the pastor's wife after 
church who has been following what the Scrappy Quilters are doing and expressed she would like 
to see a quilting group start in Christ Lutheran Church in Mantua, Ohio. Long story short I am working 
towards activating the ladies in Mantua, Ohio to help assemble and distribute some of the quilts I have 
pieced to deliver to neonatal intensive care units in the Cleveland area.  
 
         Pam Bixler was approached with a request for Patriotic quilts to honor Veterans on the 4th of July. 
We had enough quilts leftover from the last Honor Flight that she was able to gladly pledge 6 lap quilts 
for this celebration. 
 
        The Scrappy Quilters have also been busy this summer continuing to clean house and organize our 
closets and cupboards to make room for new donations. 
  
 If you would like to help in the ministry of the Scrappy Quilters, we welcome new members 
with open arms. Call Pam Bixler for the summer schedule info (419) 420 -2356.  We also welcome 
donations of fabric and sheets. We will begin work on Christmas Stockings in September and are in 
need of Christmas prints. Patriotic colors and prints are also in constant need. We can also use heavier 
weight fabric to make dog beds. 
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   Summer is here, be of good cheer, 
   With hot, sunny days, no day can be drear. 
   Come to church, where it's quiet and cool, 
   And take a leap into the musical pool. 
   Choir will sing, with some 2- week breaks, 
   and return, well-rested, more praise to make 
   to Our Lord, now ascended on High. 
   Yes, His Spirit of life still draws us nigh. 
   For our religion is a song, not a sigh! 

 
Who said my talents are only instrumental? Ha,ha! 

 
DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR. Make Plans to enjoy the Musical season ahead!  

 
This year, I am planning an ADVENT CONCERT on DECEMBER 8 at 4 p.m. ALL CHOIRS, brass, 
strings, mighty organ, puny piano, BELLS  - the whole musical works –Christmas music is everywhere, 
but who knows about the great ADVENT MUSIC yet to be appreciated ? I hope to 'Open your eyes,' as 
the old Gospel song  proclaims. This is a Counter-Cultural Event. 
 
Aren't you pleased to be part of the anti-Walmart, secular culture, which decks out all the stores before 
Thanksgiving, for Christmas?  Yuck. We Christians have a better plan, a liturgical calendar to observe – 
where patience and waiting are well-rewarded by delaying our Christmas season until it really IS the 
Christmas season. And then, we truly celebrate our Lord's birth because we have thought about our faith, 
and His coming, in a spiritual context.  
 

Following our Concert, there will be De-licious and De-lightful and De-lectable 
(slipping in a little Cole Porter here) libations and collations awaiting your taste 
buds and tummies in the Fellowship Hall. Who can resist coming? I hope, not 
you, nor your neighbors,  friends, and family. Let's reach out to others and pack our 
Sanctuary for this event. WE NEED YOU! - and I am pointing a figurative finger at 
you -  as the Uncle Sam recruiting poster states.  This will be a wonderful concert. I 
am already working on it, and the choir has already begun learning one of the hardest 

   of the anthems. 
 
OCTOBER 27: REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Our brass and Frank Kelly, on timpani, will join us to celebrate our Protestant heritage. We will sing the 
mighty hymns of our faith, and proclaim it in Word and song. 
 
NOVEMBER 3:  ALL SAINTS 
  The choir is preparing an absolutely beautiful Litany of Prayer, to be sung at our Prayers of the People 
time. It lifts up many of the saints, now in Heaven, who are part of that 'great 
cloud of witnesses' who worship with us, and pray for us, but on a different Shore. 
 
DECEMBER 1:  FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT   
Our bells will ring, and the Gentlemen of the Choir will lead the Advent Psalm, 
'Lift up your heads, that the King of glory may come in.' 
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CHRISTMAS EVE:  Come Early –  
Please come ½ Hour early – to sing extra carols and to hear lovely Christmas music, by our choirs, bells, 
soloists, strings, organ, and  with Daniel Lasdow on trumpet. It will be a very special night. 
 
HARK YE, HARK YE!!! CHRISTMAS DAY  (remember Christmas DAY anyone?) will be a very    
joyful celebration of our Lord's Birth.  We are bringing out EVERYONE to mark the IMPORTANCE of 
Jesus' Birth and His Coming again in great glory. 
 
Bells, Choirs, Organ, and a different musical approach (this is a secret surprise). Again, Come early to 
Sing other Carols, and to enjoy our soloists and Bells. That cool chill will soon re-appear And the      
darkness again seem drear, But, glory be! We have nothing to fear, Our Lord and Savior will soon draw 
near. 
 

BELLS UPDATE 
 

Poor Mr. and Mrs. Bell  – their clappers are old and cracked and droopy (does this ring 
a personal bell)? Their handles are falling off ( I won't go there). Their veneers are no 
longer smiling! With chips and breaks and droops and cracks and squeaks and some rot 
- (what an ugly word) – our bells need a        complete overhaul. ( don't we all?).   
 
At this point, the bill stands at almost $5,000. Mr. and Mrs. Bell have no health          

insurance to cover their expenses. Our bell choir and 'yours truly' decided to leap off the financial cliff, in 
faith – and give them new life and another 20 years of service.  Some of the ER surgery is covered by 
warranty – (WE don't have THAT!) - but most of it couldn't wait any longer. Unfortunately,  Mr. and Mrs. 
Bell have now almost depleted our music fund, with their health issues.  Recently, one generous   
donation   arrived, and so we pray that a safety net will arrive shortly, to catch us before we hit ground  
zero. Would you be willing to help Mr. and Mrs. Bell?  
   

UPDATE FROM June 26: Good news, Mr. & Mrs. Bell have returned from 
their surgery, home from the Schuermich Bell Hospital. Come and greet them after 
worship service.  

 
SUMMER CHOIR  

 
 If you are gearing up to make a joyful noise with me, I will see you SOON. 
 
July 7 and 14 – two Sundays. We are going to sing, 'Just a closer walk with Thee,' 
and the following week  a rousing “Beulah Land.' You won't know this one, but in 
just 45 minutes of practice, you WILL.  
 
I promise you our two weeks will be wonderful together. Just show up in the 
Sanctuary promptly at 9:45 a.m. I will have your music ready to go. 

 
 
 

Your Music Director, Rocket 
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“Independence versus Freedom” 
 
 The main story found in the book of Exodus is about the banishing of the Hebrew people 
from the land of Egypt. It is an account of how one man controlled by God can affect the lives of 
millions. It is also an indication about how far God will go to release each and every prisoner from 
the bonds of slavery. It is a tragedy of how   independence and freedom can be misunderstood and 
abused. In the end, it is an epilog of how easy it is to return to a former way of life afraid to venture 
into the realm of   independence or freedom. 
 
 July 4th 1776 is the official date when the thirteen colonies of North America declared their 
independence from the British Empire.  Some would say, a new emancipated and sovereign nation 
came into being. It is interesting the authors called their work “The Declaration of Independence” 
and not the declaration of freedom. Maybe they knew that the price of independence would not be 
free. They found that freedom is not free and independence always has a price and sometimes the 
price is life. 
 
 The Emancipation Proclamation, or Proclamation 95, was a presidential executive order    
issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863. It changed the federal legal status of 
more than 3.5 million enslaved individuals from slave to free. However, were they free, or had they 
only received their independence? Yes, their present position was changed and they had the liberty 
to move about, seek other employment, choose a place to live and raise a family; or did they? They 
certainly had independence, but freedom? 
 

When Jesus read the words from Isaiah about the Lord’s Spirit resting upon Him, His  
anointing to bring good news, His desire to proclaim release (bring independence) to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, and to set the oppressed free, (Luke 4:18) it was to inform us of 
His mission and ministry. Later, Jesus also stated, he is “the way, the truth, and the life” and that if 
we knew Him as the Truth we could, if we choose, be free. In essence, Jesus is telling us He offers 
us the gift of freedom. Like any gift, it is useless unless used.  

 
A line in a song goes; “freedom’s just another word for nothing left to lose.”  How strange 

that you have to lose everything to be free. However, it is true. The framers of our constitution and 
the framer of our faith knew that when you are willing to lose everything, especially yourself and 
your life you have the independence you seek and the freedom that will set you free.    

-Doug Mussey, Chair of the Board of Christian Education 
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Council Meeting Notes 

June 11, 2019 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT :  Pastor  Dan repor ted that dur ing a meeting with the Captains of 

the Usher teams, it was suggested that the two wings in the sanctuary be cordoned off to keep seating in the 
middle sections on Saturdays.  This will require fewer ushers and stream-line the service.  Gil Dahnke moved:  
MOTION:  Council shall approve roping off the side sections of the sanctuary to limit    seating to the two 
inside sections.  Patti Paxton seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT:   
Jill Esposito reported that monthly income exceeded expenses for the first time in a while! Our insurance is   
going to cover most of the cost of replacing the upper portion of the electronic sign that we believe was struck 
by lightning.  Since they agreed that it was some kind of power surge or lightning strike, we are only              
responsible for the $500 deductible. 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT : 
John White reported that this Committee has been meeting since February.  Some of the items that were        
discussed include the land for sale next to the church driveway (10.54 acres for $3.9 million) and the status of 
our access to road 441. 
 
The Committee’s next project will be creating a survey to solicit feedback from the congregation regarding   
direction.  Cottage meetings are also going to happen, probably in the fall.  The survey and the cottage meetings 
are also going to seek feedback on Trinity’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats, and thoughts          
regarding strategic issues.  The Committee is asking for Council’s assistance in the following ways: (1) prayer 
support, (2) guidance on the process once the plan is done and (3) assistance and thoughts as to how to involve 
the Boards and Council members. 
 
PROCUREMENT GUIDELINES : 
Bob Behrends distributed Procurement Guidelines, Budgeted and Non-Budgeted, Capital Expense/Large Dollar 
Purchases that he authored and would like to have the church adopt as policy.  Bob outlined his thoughts about 
the need for such guidelines and moved:  MOTION: Council shall adopt the Procurement Guidelines (as    
attached) and be required for approval of all expenditures over $1,500.  Chuck Wilt seconded.  J ill Esposito 
said that this would have to go through Gary Horton and the Policy & Procedures Committee.  Lester Boretsky 
stated that he and the Trustees purchase many of the items that would be affected by these Guidelines and that 
he pretty much follows them.  Pastor Dan suggested that this should go to Policy & Procedures committee     
before being discussed by Council.  These guidelines should pertain to things that are meant to fill a need or  
replace an item, and not recurring operating expenses (i.e., electric bill, etc.).  Gary Eckoff said that the Finance 
Committee should also look at the proposed Guidelines.  After discussion, Bob Behrends moved:  MOTION: 
Council shall table the above Motion regarding adoption of the Procurement Guidelines as presented until 
such time as the Finance Committee and the Policy & Procedures Committee have reviewed them.  Gary 
Horton seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary Eckoff moved:  MOTION: Council shall have the Procurement  
Guidelines (as attached) reviewed by the Finance Committee and then by the Policy Committee, and then 
brought back to Council for further action.  Gary Horton seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
ATTENDANCE REPORTS:  The attendance report from Al Etzler for May 2019 was distributed (copy      
attached.)  Al is not comfortable with the counts.  He has asked if we could continue with the Communion +10 
method while also resuming the Usher count.  Using the parallel data, we can gage the accuracy of the counts. 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Elders:  Chuck Wilt reported that the attendance counting methods were discussed with the Elders.  J im  
Keenan is going to meet with the Usher Captains for their input. 
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DINE OUT AT FRANCESCO’S  

 

Sunday - Thursday  
            

Francesco’s will donate 20% back  
to Trinity 

 
All you need to do is bring in this announcement. 

 

Located at: 
16770 S US Hwy 441 
Baylee Plaza Suite 608 

Summerfield  
 352-693-2008 

If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have  

comments please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

AUGUST Newsletter is  
**Monday, July 15th** 

 

 

  
Evangelism:  Bob Behrends reported that planning and organizing the July 4th event for Veterans 
is nearly complete.  They expect around 400 attendees.  Dave Schuster has accepted the position 
of web site coordinator.  Christmas caroling, that was started by the Board of Evangelism this 
year, will continue under the direction of Rocket. 
 
Fellowship:  Patti Paxton reported that July 18th is the New Member Orientation at 4:00 PM.  The New    
Member Reception breakfast and 90 + birthdays celebration will be on July 21st between services.  Movies are 
scheduled for July 9th and September 10th.  Details to follow. 
Human Care:  Martha Mitchell reported that there will be a poster and table in the narthex to promote Love 
INC’s Clothe-A-Kid.  They are looking for 20 shoppers and 20 sponsors.  She appreciates Council’s support. 
 
Trustees:  Lester reported that they are still working on lighting in the sanctuary.  The lawn/sprinkler system 
is a huge problem.  The irrigation system has never been documented, but Steve Nash has been working to     
improve this situation.  They need to call in an expert to further assist him.  Steve has been authorized to spend 
$1,000 for that purpose.  Kiley & Sons has been contacted to provide a water filtration system in the Fellowship 
Hall at a cost of around $2,274.  This would save a lot of wear and tear on the hot water heater, the dishwasher, 
etc. 
 
Trinity South:  Gary Horton reported that they are continuing with a weekday Women’s Bible Study at Harbor 
Chase.  They are going to try to put together a Sunday morning Education/ Adult Bible Class of some kind.  
Four people attended the most recent new member class at Harbor Chase. 
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Web: 
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

Come & Worship With Us 

In Summerfield: 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Trinity South: 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

at Harbor Chase  

(1477 Huey St. Wildwood) 

-Take Elevator to the 3rd Floor 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 


